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Overview

This World Congress emphasized moving forward. With a focus on the future, the goal of the congress was not only to set 
benchmarks for where the ITS community should be 5, 10, 15 years ahead but also how those benchmarks were being worked 
towards at the time. The purpose of the 1996 World Congress was to show the attendees and the people of Orlando how the ITS 
community was bringing the future to the present.   
The 1996 Orlando was an experiment. As the first ITS World Congress in the U.S., it was a challenge to reach the high standards 
of Yokohama and Paris. Fortunately, the first Orlando ITS World Congress was a success due to long, hard work by many 
people and great support from AAA, the U.S. DOT, the vehicle manufacturers, AASHTO and state DOTs and many other 
organizations. Additionally, the local support from the city, the toll authority, the state, and AAA was outstanding, allowing 
attendees to experience a very smooth running event supported by many volunteers helping attendees. The vehicle 
demonstrations led by the GM Travtek project showed the attendees the possibilities for vehicle communications. GM and all 
other exhibitors found a very receptive audience for their products. The spirit of the first ITS World Congress was wrapped up 
in an outstanding evening at Universal Studios.

Key topics

In the Context of the Information Society, What do People Need from ITS?
In the Context of the Global Information Infrastructure, How will the ITS Industry Deliver?
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